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Ariana-Stanca Vacaretu – Romania 

Name: Ariana-Stanca Vacaretu 

School: Colegiul National Emil Racovita Cluj-Napoca 

Country: Romania 

Email: (if you wish to give it – it may be published if you do) 

ariana.vacaretu@gmail.com 

Number of students in your class: 30 

Age range of students in your class: 16-19 

Information about your class (e.g. ability range, special learning needs or 

disabilities, behaviour, economic background): My students are studying natural 

sciences, they are above average students in almost all the subjects, coming mainly from 

families interested in their children’s education and with above average economic 

background. All students intend to continue their studies at universities.   

Information about the school (e.g. location, size, who it is administered / 

governed by, number of children, number of staff, budget availability): Colegiul 

National “Emil Racoviţă” (CNER) is situated in Cluj-Napoca, a city located in Transylvania. 

It has been established in 1919 and it is one of the oldest and most outstanding schools in 

the town, specialized in mathematics-computer science and natural sciences profiles, with 

some intensive study of English classes. Our school’s tradition sets a high standard for the 

students. The quality of the teachers and their commitment contribute actively to the 

promotion of culture and education. All the teachers are looking for new ways of using 

their experience and for improving the educational process as well as the involvement of 

the school in the community, changing the role of the school in the society. In our school, 

there are 1006 students, learning in: 12 high-school classes with a theoretical academic 

program – specializations: mathematics and computing science, natural sciences, 8 lower 

secondary-school classes, 16 primary-school classes, and 63 highly qualified teachers. The 

school is administered by the school management board (composed by the head teacher, 

deputy director, 3 teachers, one student, one parent, 3 representatives of the local 

community). The school’s budget comes from the Ministry of Education (for staff salaries, 

text books for students, the primary and lower secondary students’ snack) and from the 

Local Authority (for building refurbishment, maintenance, energy, classroom supplies, ICT 

equipment).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student / teacher locations in the classroom 

If you can, draw a map or plan or take a picture to show the layout of your 

classroom. If you wish, please use annotations and labels.  

 
Photo 1 – Main classroom layout 

 
Photo 2 – classroom layout for administrating test 



    
Photos 3 and 4 – classroom layout for group working (the students decided how to 

arrange the desks and the chairs) 

 

What are the aims of your classroom layout? 

The main classroom layout is the one in Photo 1. There are 2 blackboards (in case we 

need to write on the blackboard complex proofs/ exercises) and the screen (in case we 

use computer/ tablets and want to display something in front of the class). The desks and 

chairs can be easily moved and we can use different layouts of the classroom (e.g. for 

test, for group working). Transition from one layout to another goes smoothly (1-2 

minutes) and I’m using during one lesson maximum 2 layouts. 

 

Where is the teacher (or other staff such as assistants) located in your classroom 

layout? Is there one main place or many?  

In the classroom layout, the teacher (we don’t have assistants) is located in front of the 

classroom (in front of the class there is the teachers’ desk – the teacher’s desk and the 

desk in the right corner are mainly used for placing the needed material during the 

lesson). However, I can easily find another convenient place in the classroom, depending 

on type of learning activity. I’m usually not sitting down during my lessons, so I usually 

don’t have a fix location.    

 

What are your reasons for your teacher location (or locations) in your classroom? 

See answer above 

 

Is this layout typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

Don’t know what to say. In the last decade, classroom layouts changed a lot – I saw many 

classroom layouts depending on the age of the students, on the number of the students vs 

the size of the classroom, on the type of the learning activity. 

 

 

Pupil / Student learning and interactions 

 

What learning tasks or experiences do you feel your classroom layout is best for? 

I can easily change the classroom layout – I can organize classroom as I wish. Main 

classroom layout is fine for individual tasks & pair working (e.g. identify properties, fill out 



graphic organizers, solve exercises or problems), interactive presentations; ‘test’ classroom 

layout is fine for administrating tests (summative tests at the end of each unit); ‘group-

working’ classroom layout is fine for group-working (tasks: reciprocal teaching, jigsaw, 

collaborative problem solving tasks) 

 

How do the students work collaboratively with your classroom layout? 

See answer above 

 

What challenges and difficulties are there with this layout? 

When organizing group work – I usually have 7 groups of 4/5 students, the classroom 

seems too small. I would like to have more space. 

 

Are these interactions and methods of learning typical in your school / region? 

What are your opinions on this? 

They are not typical for math and science lessons, but I would say they are typical for 

language lessons.  

 

Classroom displays 

 

What displays do you have on your walls or around the classroom? (Please supply 

photos or diagrams if you are able to) 

On the walls around the classroom there are some drawings and a painting (these are put 

there by the school administration) and some posters with information about different 

math events (I put them). 

In our school, only primary teachers can display whatever they want on the walls. They 

have displaying panels on the walls and they are allowed to display their material and 

students’ work on the panels. 

In the classroom where high-school students learn, the school administration decides what 

to displays on the walls and teachers are allowed to use only the bottom part of the walls 

to display announcements or students work.   



 
 

What is the aim of your displays? 

The aim of my displays is to either remind students about different math events they 

participated or to inform them about future math events they will participate. Sometimes, I 

display (for a short time, as I work in this classroom with 5 classes and a music teacher 

also use the classroom when I don’t have classes) products of students’ group work. 

The aim of the school administration’s displays is (I imagine, as I don’t really know) to 

have some color on the walls (they probably think the classroom looks more attractive).  

 

Why have you positioned your displays as you have? 

I positioned my displays so that the students can see them. 

 

Are these displays typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

These displays are typical for my school – as we have a regulation related to displays on 

the walls. Each school decides on this matter, so these displays are not typical for the 

region. Sometimes, I would prefer to have some displays related to math teaching and 

learning – but as the students are in this classroom only for my lesson they can see them 

only for 4 hours/ week.



Dan Whittaker - UK 

Name: Daniel Whittaker 

School: Cofton Primary School 

Country: United Kingdom (England) 

Email: danielwhittaker1982@outlook.com 

Number of students in your class: 24 

Age range of students in your class: Year 2 – 6 and 7 year olds 

 

Information about your class (e.g. ability range, special learning needs or 

disabilities, behaviour, economic background): Year 2 is a year group that has a lot 

of pressure attached to it in England as it is a year where children are assessed with 

national examinations. The data is then standardized and forms the basis of a national 

league table where schools and children are ranked. This class is 1 of two classes and it 

has 24 pupils. The class has a number of children with special educational needs that 

include autism and ADHD and a wide range of abilities in maths, reading and writing.   

 

Information about the school (e.g. location, size, who it is administered / 

governed by, number of children, number of staff, budget availability): Cofton is 

a school on the outskirts of Birmingham. It has 273 children in total (as of 2015/16). In 

some years groups, there are two full classes of 30 children (such as in reception and year 

1 and year 4). In year 2 there are two smaller classes. In year 3, year 5 and year 6 there 

is only 1 class, but they are full with 30 children in each. The school is expanding and pupil 

numbers are on the increase. Cofton is between two distinctly different areas. West Heath 

is closest, which is characterized by mostly white British families in an area of 

socioeconomic deprivation and relatively high levels of unemployment. Longbridge is also 

close and although it doesn’t have the same level of unemployment and socioeconomic 

deprivation, the closure of the Rover car works has affected the wealth of the area. 

Longbridge too contains mostly white families. Cofton’s results in both the year 2 and year 

6 national tests see them below the national average with 31% in year 6 achieving the 

required standard for reading, writing and mathematics in 2016. The last inspection was in 

2012 by Ofsted who rated it ‘Good’. Cofton is a state school run by the Head teacher on 

behalf of the governors (including teachers, parents and members of the communities) 

and is funded by and under the care of the local authority, Birmingham City Council.  

There are 15 teachers and 7 teaching assistants. Further data can be obtained from this 

website: http://www.birminghampost.co.uk/news/local-news/cofton-primary-school-

6490437   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.birminghampost.co.uk/news/local-news/cofton-primary-school-6490437
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Student / teacher locations in the classroom 

 

If you can, draw a map or plan or take a picture to show the layout of your 

classroom. If you wish, please use annotations and labels.  

 
 

 
 

  
 



  
 

 
 

What are the aims of your classroom layout? 

 

The aims are to promote collaborative learning and problem solving skills. The carpeted 

area is used for shared discussion and direct instruction, but the tables are arranged so 

that they allow easy communication and interaction between the pupils. There is a location 

at the back of the classroom for targeted support where children who need learning 

support or interventions can work. There is an area for reading independently to 

encourage good reading habits.   

 

Where is the teacher (or other staff such as assistants) located in your classroom 

layout? Is there one main place or many?  

 

The teacher has a number of locations depending on what’s happening in the class but 

there are a few predominant ones.  

 

The first is in front of the whiteboard and interactive whiteboard during direct instruction. 

The second is on the chair next to the teacher’s PC. This is so that the teacher can model 

writing on a camera next to the PC for the whole class to see. 

  



Finally, at the front of each desk is a space where the teacher can work with the pupils or 

observe them. Often, I will sit at a table (a different one each day for fairness) but call 

children over from across the classroom so I can look at their work and offer direct verbal 

feedback.  

 

The teaching assistant tends to support learning at the pupil’s tables. We are very lucky to 

have ‘L’ shaped classrooms which allow a more private, quieter part of the room to be 

used. The teaching assistant uses this room much more than the teacher in targeted 

support and interventions.  

 

What are your reasons for your teacher location (or locations) in your classroom? 

The ones at the front of the room by the whiteboard, interactive whiteboard and PC are 

for direct instruction. The ones next to each table are to support children with their 

learning or observe what they are doing. They can be used as a vantage point for the 

whole class.  

 

Is this layout typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

Within a primary school setting, this is a relatively common layout. Some schools 

discourage the use of the carpeted area for sitting on the floor, especially as the children 

get older. In these cases, pupils would sit at their desks for the majority of their learning. 

 

 

Pupil / Student learning and interactions 

 

What learning tasks or experiences do you feel your classroom layout is best for? 

I feel that it is best for collaborative learning and practical activities. The grouped tables 

allow students to communicate and the space in the middle allows for movement of 

materials, objects and resources. The carpeted area is best for direct instruction as it is 

easier to ensure that all pupils maintain their attention.  

 

How do the students work collaboratively with your classroom layout? 

They can communicate with each other on their table, which means they can help each 

other and share their own work. It’s also useful for peer evaluation and peer discussions. 

They can share resources that are placed centrally on the table.   

 

What challenges and difficulties are there with this layout? 

Because it is easier for pupils to communicate, it also makes it more likely. When they are 

sat opposite each other, there is more temptation to talk which could distract them from 

their learning. Also, the layout doesn’t allow for efficient direct instruction because to face 

the whiteboard or interactive whiteboard, some children will have to turn their heads or 

chairs and don’t have an area to lean on whilst watching and listening. Therefore, we use 

the carpet. However, the carpet means that the children have to sit with crossed legs on 

the floor which reduces comfort and possibly attention span.  

 



Are these interactions and methods of learning typical in your school / region? 

What are your opinions on this? 

Within primary schools in England, this type of learning environment is probably the most 

common. There is a small movement in some schools towards more traditional layouts 

(such as horizontal rows facing the teacher) but this is still in a minority of classrooms. 

There was a period of time in some schools where classrooms were designed according to 

individual pupil ‘learning styles’ analyses (considering light, noise, warmth, willingness to 

work individually / in a group), but the changes brought about by this method haven’t had 

a lasting impact in classroom layout.  

 

 

Classroom displays 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

What displays do you have on your walls or around the classroom? (Please supply 

photos or diagrams if you are able to) 

There are two main types of display in this classroom – 1 for examples of good work and 

the others for learning materials. Most examples of good work are positioned outside the 

classroom, but there are two inside.  



 

The learning material displays (pictured) consist of permanent resources (often laminated 

as they are frequently used) and temporary resources. The permanent resources mostly 

relate to the core skills such as number facts in maths and grammar in English. The 

temporary resources are linked to the topic that is being learnt. For example, the English 

topic here is poetry.  

 

What is the aim of your displays? 

The learning resources are there as reminders and prompts for the children and they 

support thinking and learning.  

The examples of good work are there for praise and motivation.  

 

Why have you positioned your displays as you have? 

So the children can see the displays and use them in their work. They stay where they are 

for the whole year so the children get used to where to find them in the class. 

 

Are these displays typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

Yes, they are very typical in England. There is a growing use of more temporary ‘working 

walls’ which are constantly changed. Sometimes (in my opinion) these are put up for the 

sake of putting them up so the classroom looks attractive.  

This creates extra workload and it is unclear how much the children use them unless they 

are referred to by the teacher. Finally, I feel that English displays can be too cluttered and 

over-stimulating.



Federica Tagliafichi – Italy 

Name: Federica Tagliafichi 

School: Primary school- “G.Rodari”, (IC Gandhi), San Nicolò Piacenza 

Country: Italy 

Email: fellinitre@gmail.com 

Number of students in your class: 22 

Age range of students in your class: 7/8 

Information about your class: my students are 14 males and 8 females; between them 

6 are of foreign origin (China, Bosnia, Morocco, Tunisia, India) 

The group is interested in undertaking  new activities and they are open to learn new 

things; they are very good in art-craft, painting and drawing. They have good practice 

skills and creativity. 

They also like working in groupS and playing together.  

The economic background is middle low average (Italy is going through a period of crisis); 

parents are quite interested in school life and allow  children to face their studies 

independently. 

Information about the school (e.g. location, size, who it is administered / 

governed by, number of children, number of staff, budget availability):  my 

school is part of a state institution (Istituto comprensivo) that includes the three levels of 

compulsory education: kindergarten (age 3-6), primary (age 6-11), secondary school 

degree (age 11-14). 

The schools are located in 3 neighbouring municipalities and there are 3 kindergartens, 4 

primary schools, three middle schools for a total of 1571 pupils 

My school is the primary with the highest number of children (about 450 students), 21 

classes of an average 20 children each (The maximum number of students per class is up 

to 27). The building is new and it is located in the small town of St. Nicolò, Piacenza, in 

the northern Italy. 

The school was built in the outermost part of the town and this allows us to have a nice 

view on the cultivated fields. Totally the staff is composed of about 120 teachers, of whom 

30 working in my school. 

The school principal / headmaster is responsible for coordinating and directing the 

activities with the collaboration of a small teacher staff. 

Teachers meet in different groups such a level groups, and   school subject groups , after 

the working day (from 16,30 to 18,30, once a week) and every month in a plenary 

meeting in wich the decision taken affect the school's guideline. The relationship with 

parents is inspired by cooperation and trust, every  news is uploaded on the school home 

page and there are periodical meetings with parents. The school participates in several 

national and European projects, including Erasmus and Etwinning, and is sensitive to 

technological innovation, teaching of foreign languages and inclusion issues. In Italy the 

budget for the school is very low, but in our school we try to increase by developing 

national projects. 

 

 

 



Student / teacher locations in the classroom 

 

The “basic” layout 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this  is the  “basic” layout, with  students working individually. I use it to teach 

Italian language and history. 

Other layout:  

 two groups of 11 desks for working in art craft groups (to teach arts and 

etwinning activities or others projects), tutoring and peer education, 

collaborative writing and reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rarely I use horse shoe for collaborative tasks connected with brainstorming, 

because the classroom is very small and it is possible only by completely 

eliminating the teacher desk and blocking the door, whitch is contrary to the 

fire safety regulations 



 
 

This in the common – basic layout of my classroom 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the aims of your classroom layout? 

Basic layout: 

it allows children to see the blackboard and pay more attention to the teacher, it allows 

greater control of the discipline, allows children to learn individually, avoid the cheating 

during class assignments and tests 

Other layout: children can share opinions, express their ideas and works in A  cooperative 

way. 

 

Where is the teacher (or other staff such as assistants) located in your classroom 

layout? Is there one main place or many?  

Basic layout: the teacher remains close to the desk and writes on the blackboard, or on 

the interactive whiteboard 

 

What are your reasons for your teacher location (or locations) in your classroom? 

When I explain a new arguments or give a task, an assignments or test I stand near the 

blackboard and the Lim because I have to write on it, and near the desk because I need a 

table to support books and photocopies that I’m using for work.  

After that I normally move between the student’s desks too check their exercise.  

 



Is this layout typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

The “basic” layout is the most popular in Italy, because it is the heritage of an old way of 

teaching where the teacher transmits information and the pupil is a vessel to be filled. 

Certainly it guarantees children a good view of the blackboard and the lim it also offers 

greater discipline possibilities  (pupils are more silent if they are alone!) 

 

 

Pupil / Student learning and interactions 

 

What learning tasks or experiences do you feel your classroom layout is best for? 

The “basic” layout encourages individual learning, with a direct transmission of knowledge 

from teacher to student, without excessive feedback on the process, but only on the end 

result. 

I think it is very useful for those activities that require concentration and individual 

application, such as exercise in grammar or spelling. 

On the other hand with the other layout the communication exchange is developed, as 

well as tutoring and peer collaborative learning. 

 

How do the students work collaboratively with your classroom layout? 

With the “basic” they don’t work collaboratively, but they do it with the other layout. 

My students are very happy to change the position of the desks (and now they do it by 

themselves), switching places with each other. Definitely they prefer to work in groups, 

they are creating a positive cooperation. I'm lucky because in my class there are no 

conflicts of large entities and the children are developing a good friendship between them. 

 

What challenges and difficulties are there with this layout? 

With the “basic”children seem sardines in a box, they do not have space to move. 

with the other setting children are more cheerful and talkative 

 

Are these interactions and methods of learning typical in your school / region? 

What are your opinions on this? 

In our school we are trying to overcome the old methods of teaching, looking for solutions 

like afternoon workshops based on problem solving and cooperative learning for level 

groups, flexibility in setting the class, creating multimedia room and a digital library on the 

model of interest corners. They are long terms projects that require a lot of effort, but that 

will give good results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom displays 

 

What displays do you have on your walls or around the classroom? 

 
 

What is the aim of your displays? 

show the result of their work, my students like everyone to see how good they are 

(Etwinning corner, art exhibitions) 

store information (seasons, alphabet, English) 

collect data (e.g. calendar of the weather, postcards from holidays) 

 share rules and tasks  

 



Why have you positioned your displays as you have? 

I hang posters with information to be stored and to be collected on the wall facing the 

students to help visual memory and learning. The others are hung  in a chronological 

order and they are replaced when the activities are over.  

 

Are these displays typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

They are very typical, I like them, they are always full of color and reflect the kind of work 

you do in your class. They are a sort of diary of the school activity. 

I am convinced that even the arrangement of poster helps to create a positive learning 

environment. 

 

  
 



Małgorzata Jakubas – Poland 

Name: Małgorzata Jakubas 

School: Primary School nr 2 in Lubicz 

Country: Poland 

Email: (if you wish to give it – it may be published if you do) 

janiakmalgorzata82@gmail.com 

Number of students in your class: 26 

Age range of students in your class: 5th grade 

Information about your class (e.g. ability range, special learning needs or 

disabilities, behaviour, economic background): I teach very talented kids, few of 

them have special needs, expect for one boy with autism (Asperger). I teach in a rural 

area, in a village next to Toruń. 

Information about the school (e.g. location, size, who it is administered / 

governed by, number of children, number of staff, budget availability): The 

school is located in a small village, we have around 500 kids at school and around 90 

teachers work here. We cooperate close with local community and we don’t have major 

economic or social problem 

 

Student / teacher locations in the classroom 

 

If you can, draw a map or plan or take a picture to show the layout of your 

classroom. If you wish, please use annotations and labels.  

 

What are the aims 

of your classroom 

layout? 

For classes 1-3, 

children have 

additional area to 

play, for older kids the 

idea is to promote 

learning 

 

Where is the 

teacher (or other 

staff such as 

assistants) located in 

your classroom 

layout? Is there one 

main place or many?  

At the front of each classroom 

 

 

 



What are your reasons for your teacher location (or locations) in your classroom? 

The teacher has to be visible to everyone 

 

Is this layout typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

Yes, it is very typical 

 

Pupil / Student learning and interactions 

 

What learning tasks or experiences do you feel your classroom layout is best for? 

For individual work 

 

How do the students work collaboratively with your classroom layout? 

You need to change position of desks- in Polish school we do not emphasise collaboration. 

 

What challenges and difficulties are there with this layout? 

It is very difficult to change this layout, thus it doesn’t foster collaboration 

 

Are these interactions and methods of learning typical in your school / region? 

What are your opinions on this? 

We promote individual work, so this layout is typical in my country 

 

 

Classroom displays 

 

What displays do you have on your walls or around the classroom? (Please supply 

photos or diagrams if you are able to) 

 
 

What is the aim of your displays? 

To show student’s work 

 



Why have you positioned your displays as you have? 

to  

 

Are these displays typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

   
 

   



 
 

 



Małgorzata’s Ideal Classroom 

     
 

    



Sevgi ALTUN DİLEK – Turkey 

Name: Sevgi ALTUN DİLEK 

School: Kütahya Social Sciences High School 

Country: Turkey 

Email: (if you wish to give it – it may be published if you do) 

sevgi_altun@hotmail.com 

Number of students in your class: 30 

Age range of students in your class: 15 

 

Information about your class (e.g. ability range, special learning needs or 

disabilities, behaviour, economic background) 

 

 In our school we have 5 prep classes. Prep A is one of five classes and it has 28 students. 

My students are 20 females and 8 males. They are 15 years old. English and German are 

taught extensively. They have P.E, Turkish, Maths, German and English (Main Course, 

Skills and Reading). As it's a boarding school, five students stay at dormitory, the rest of 

them live with their families.  Economic background of my pupils may vary. My  pupils've 

passed an examination by the Ministry of Education to enter our school.   It’s one of the 

most successful schools in Kütahya. They are eager to take part in different projects and 

good at all class activities.  

 

Information about the school (e.g. location, size, who it is administered / 

governed by, number of children, number of staff, budget availability) 

 

Kütahya Social Sciences High School is located in the west of Turkey. During this year, 

there are 520 pupils between the ages of 15-19 attending lessons, allocated in 19 classes 

and taught by 30 teachers. In year prep and 9 there are five classes. In year 10,11 and 12  

there are three classes. It’s a state and mixed school. Our pupils have to pass an  

examination by the Ministry of Education to enter our school. The head teacher is 

responsible for our school. As it’s known world school, its aim is to educate the politician, 

writer, artist and administrator of the future. The rate of entering university is over 90% 

.Graduates are now students in different departments such as law, international relations, 

political science and public administration, faculty of education etc. 

 

Student / teacher locations in the classroom 

 

If you can, draw a map or plan or take a picture to show the layout of your 

classroom. If you wish, please use annotations and labels.  



      
 

 
 

      
 

 



What are the aims of your classroom layout? 

 

It is easy to see and hear everyone in the group. The front of room commands the group’s 

attention. Openness gives trainees a sense of freedom and encourages participation. It’s 

the best set up to view audio visual presentations. It works well with role-playing and 

other physical activities. it is also a very friendly layout because the students can easily see 

and communicate with each other.  

 

Where is the teacher (or other staff such as assistants) located in your classroom 

layout? Is there one main place or many?  

 

There isn’t a main place for the teacher. She can be in front of the Interactive Whiteboard 

because of dealing with the Itools or sit on a chair to sign the attendance record. I 

generally move around the classroom with the minimum of disturbance to others. I'm very 

active in the lesson and my students always ask me the source of my energy  

 

What are your reasons for your teacher location (or locations) in your classroom? 

 

When I explain a new subject, or do something with Itool I prefer standing in front of the 

interactive whiteboard. As The ability to "make eye-contact’’ is the key to establish 

communication in a group, and it is particularly important for the teacher I prefer moving 

around the class and smiling at them. It creates a more personal and safe environment for 

students to convey their ideas. In fact, although at the beginning of the lesson the teacher 

should sign the attendance record in Turkey, I prefer signing and sitting while students are 

writing something. 

 

 

Is this layout typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

 

In my region and at my school teachers mostly prefer traditional rows. The “typical” 

classroom: lined-up rows of utilitarian students’ desks and chairs in front of a blackboard 

or a whiteboard behind a raised teacher’s desk. They claim that U-shape depends on the 

type of class, classroom size, and number of students. Because, more students create a 

larger U-shape that starts defeating the purpose as students move farther away from the 

board and educator. In my view those teachers may have teacher centred classes. 

 

Pupil / Student learning and interactions 

 

What learning tasks or experiences do you feel your classroom layout is best for? 

 

This design encourages students' ability to work together on group projects or to discuss 

the lesson with each other.   This arrangement is also very effective for games, and 

debates. The teacher can use a talking instrument, such as a stick, and pass it around the 

group and have the student holding the item talk.  

 



How do the students work collaboratively with your classroom layout? 

 

This design encourages group discussion as students can see and interact with each other, 

but it also allows the instructor to remain the central feature. This classroom layout gives 

everyone an opportunity to speak and really encourages the others to listen as they are 

looking eye to eye with the speaker.  it promotes togetherness and really helps students 

engage in the roles of speaker and listener. The student is able to move into the role of 

participant and take control of his learning and participation. 

 

What challenges and difficulties are there with this layout? 

Some students claim that they can’t see the board very well. Shy students may feel 
anxiety being part of one large group. Moreover, some students don’t want to talk with 
many eyes upon them from all directions. Also,  Classroom size and number of students 

can thwart the usefulness of this arrangement 

 

Are these interactions and methods of learning typical in your school / region? 

What are your opinions on this? 

We have five prep classes in my school. We are able to use all these interactions and 

methods of learning in these classes. Within high school students in Turkey it is a bit hard 

to do this because of the number of the students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom displays 

 

What displays do you have on your walls or around the classroom? (Please supply 

photos or diagrams if you are able to) 

There are five types of display of my classroom. They are for good work, paying attention 

to readers, showing how they are valuable for me, the taboo game called remember me 

and the notice board. 

 

What is the aim of your displays? 

The good work is useful for motivation 

and a kind of saying thank you for them. 

I have a class library corner because I 

believe that today's reader is tomorrow's 

leader. 

I hang a poster which shows how much I 

love them. In my view, the more they feel 

my love the more they attend the lesson. 

The aim of the 'remember me' part is to 

revise all the words. At the same time 

students have a chance to practice 

speaking English. 

With the help of notice board students 

are aware the school announcements 

 

 

Why have you positioned your 

displays as you have? 

For learning and revising better. 

 

 

Are these displays typical in your 

school / region? What are your 

opinions on this? 

In primary schools there are more 

colourful posters but within high schools 

classrooms generally have just notice 

boards. The others depend on the 

teachers. Also some classrooms of my school have 'your choices' part and students could 

share their favourite poems, pictures or the poems and pictures by them



Sónia Maria Vicente Catarino de Araújo – Portugal 

Name: Sónia Maria Vicente Catarino de Araújo 

School: Secundária Dr. Serafim Leite 

Country: Portugal 

Email: (if you wish to give it – it may be published if you do) 

sonia.araujo@essl.pt 

Number of students in your class: 23 

Age range of students in your class: 17-19 

Information about your class (e.g. ability range, special learning needs or 

disabilities, behaviour, economic background):  

The class consists of 23 students, 4 boys and 19 girls aged between 17 and 19 years old. 

They study visual arts and none have any type of disability.  They have good behavior and 

economically there are students without difficulties and some who receive subsidy from 

the state for having incomes below the country average. 

Information about the school (e.g. location, size, who it is administered / 

governed by, number of children, number of staff, budget availability):  

The school is located in the north of Portugal, was built more than 50 years ago, has a 

large outdoor area but the buildings are in need of works. The classroom is located in a 

block of workshops because of the discipline taught (drawing) and in the winter is cold and 

in the summer is hot, so sometimes we (me and students) choose to work in other spaces 

(interior and exterior).  It is a public school run by the government, led by a director, 

elected by a group of people called a general council, made up of 20 people from school 

and local community members. The school has about 700 students between the ages of 

10 and 20 (in daytime) and over 20 years old (in night teaching), 30 staff (8 administrative 

and the rest to support students and teachers) and 110 teachers to teach more than 80 

different subjects; We also teach vocational education. The budget is presented at the 

beginning of the school year (September) and the management is the administrative 

council (made up of 3 people), the money comes from the state and from the school's 

participation in different projects. Teachers ask for material or activities and if there is 

money, we are given or authorized, otherwise they encourage us to look for alternatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student / teacher locations in the classroom 

 

If you can, draw a map or plan or take a picture to show the layout of your 

classroom. If you wish, please use annotations and labels.  

 
 

What are the aims of your classroom layout? 

The objectives of the layout of your classroom are several and depending on the type of 

class the layout of the furniture will vary. When students are working individually, at times 

of awareness of content or oral presentations of their work, sit at the locations marked on 

the floor of the classroom or are in front of the chalkboard or near the computer. This 

arrangement allows everyone to see the chalkboard and projection frame, to see whoever 

is making oral presentations of their work, and to see each other's work as it goes on. 

When students are performing work that involves everyone observing the same elements 

for representation, the 4 students who are near the door turn the tables in the opposite 

direction and face the middle of the room; the students in the middle join their tables to 

these 4, closing the tables with the other students. 

If the students have to work in small groups, they can join the tables as it is more 

convenient to carry out the work. If students are sharing the same materials or tools, they 

usually join the middle tables to place them and students organize themselves in the most 

convenient way. The students circulate freely in the room to go to the lavatories, eco-

points and collection of works and materials (which are outside the space represented but 

within a radius of 1,5 meters) and can also circulate to share opinions or see each other's 

work. When they have to use the computer or the internet, students can access from the 

computer in the room, can go to the school library (with 12 computers available) or can 

use their mobile phones. 

 

Where is the teacher (or other staff such as assistants) located in your classroom 

layout? Is there one main place or many?  

When students are in their usual places I'm in any of the places marked on the floor of the 

classroom, when the students are all turn to the middle of the classroom I circle behind 



the students all the way around. When students are working in small or large groups I am 

in the middle of them, sometimes I also leave the classroom to go to other spaces. 

 

What are your reasons for your teacher location (or locations) in your classroom? 

It allows me to see all the students, follow closely the accomplishment of their work, 

access examples from the students themselves to raise awareness, elucidate and motivate 

the other students, correcting or just observing the execution of the work from the point 

of view of who is performing it. 

 

Is this layout typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

It is not typical at school or in the region, at least for most subjects. In my opinion, 

teachers usually respect the organization that the school itself suggests, not only because 

the classroom is not used exclusively by this teacher and discipline but also because the 

changes are not always welcomed or because they did not even think about this 

possibility. On the other hand, in a class in which students can circulate or organize 

themselves with a certain autonomy, if there are no well-established rules that everyone 

complies with in a responsible way, it makes the environment noisier and sometimes not 

so easily controlled. 

 

Pupil / Student learning and interactions 

 

What learning tasks or experiences do you feel your classroom layout is best for? 

As the layout of the room changes according to the needs of the activity to be performed, 

the layout will allow different learning experiences to be developed. 

How do the students work collaboratively with your classroom layout? 

In every possible way that is provided. In small or large groups, dialoguing about their 

work and the work of others, sharing experiences of discovery or potentialities of 

materials, developing processes, divulging successes (personal and collective). 

 

What challenges and difficulties are there with this layout? 

The challenges are to make the changes in the least possible time without making any 

noise that disturbs the other classrooms and to leave everything exactly the same for the 

next class (usually after 150 minutes). The difficulties are to accommodate in the space all 

the material of the students and still have routes available to circulate at will carrying 

water, brushes, paints, scissors, etc. 

 

Are these interactions and methods of learning typical in your school / region? 

What are your opinions on this? 

In our school and usually in the region, there are rooms with a specific layout for different 

disciplines (eg, laboratories or technical subjects) but when the rooms are shared by 

different professors teaching different disciplines the layout is usually organized with tables 

two to two parallel to the board of chalk or projection frame. According to the students, 

with the characteristics of the teacher, the rules of the school, I think that teachers 

explore different forms of interactions and learning methods, at least sporadically. 

 



Classroom displays 

 

What displays do you have on your walls or around the classroom? (Please supply 

photos or diagrams if you are able to) 

 
 

What is the aim of your displays? 

The objectives are: to embellish the walls of the room, to make known the work of the 

students to the students, to show different approaches of representation and exploration 

of materials. 

 

Why have you positioned your displays as you have? 

They were already placed in the room when I started working in school and are the only 

places available in the room to exhibit. 

 

Are these displays typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

Yes, most rooms have at least one place to exhibit. 

 
Sónia’s video at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGX80qsAaIE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGX80qsAaIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGX80qsAaIE


Miserotti Susanna – Italy 

Name: Miserotti Susanna  

School: scuola primaria Rodari – I.C. Gandhi San Nicolò 

Country: Italy 

Email: (if you wish to give it – it may be published if you do) 

susymiserotti@gmail.com 

Number of students in your class: 18 

Age range of students in your class: 6/7 

Information about your class (e.g. ability range, special learning needs or 

disabilities, behaviour, economic background): My pupils are divided into 2 groups: one 

very smart, curious and polite, the other one with attention disease and no interesting in learning. 

For now, nobody has a personalized school programme but probably we will write one for a few of 

them. 

Information about the school (e.g. location, size, who it is administered / 

governed by, number of children, number of staff, budget availability):The 

school is located in a large country: it is a single building divided into two wings. There are 

about 400 students and 50 teachers. 

 

Student / teacher locations in the classroom 

 

If you can, draw a map or plan or take a picture to show the layout of your 

classroom. If you wish, please use annotations and labels. 

 
 

What are the aims of your classroom layout? 

I choose this layout for these reasons: 
- Some pupils who find it difficult to socialize are flanked by children who drag 

the group 
- There are pupils in difficulty who need tutoring (played by companions) 
- The class is divided into two parts, the right and the left, where, with little 

movement, one can arrange the islands for group work. 



- Complies with the safety standards imposed by the school (a central corridor 

is mandatory) 
Where is the teacher (or other staff such as assistants) located in your classroom 

layout? Is there one main place or many? 

The teacher is behind the desk in front of her students (but, due to the children's very 

young age,  the teacher spend most of the time in the middle of the class or near the Lim 

board). 

No assistants are in this class. 

 

What are your reasons for your teacher location (or locations) in your classroom? 

See previous answer 

 

Is this layout typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

Yes, it's a typical Italian school layout. I'm pro-island in the class, but often we have to 

deal with other class teacher or very restricted time (this year we teach some subjects ½ 

hour a day, like art, music, history). 
 

 

Pupil / Student learning and interactions 

 

What learning tasks or experiences do you feel your classroom layout is best for? 

My layout is good for groups gaming, tutoring, peer to peer. 

 

How do the students work collaboratively with your classroom layout? 

They uses the tutoring. One good students helps the one with difficulty. 

 

What challenges and difficulties are there with this layout? 

We have to move in island for group work, but is quite simple, the turn alone their desks. 

 

Are these interactions and methods of learning typical in your school / region? 

What are your opinions on this? 

I think is quite typical in Italy. 

 

Classroom displays 

 

What displays do you have on your walls or around the classroom? (Please supply 

photos or diagrams if you are able to) 

we have the Lim (electronic board), the old blackboard, numbers and letters on the wall. 

Some rules for the classroom and the assignments for the week. We also have a clock and 

a crucifix. 



 



 
What is the aim of your displays? 

The displays are like knowledge on paper, the can see it everywhere, they made it, they 

remember it. 

 

Why have you positioned your displays as you have? 

There is the season wall, the school (rules and assignments) wall, the math wall and the 

alphabet wall. 

 

Are these displays typical in your school / region? What are your opinions on this? 

Yes, this is very typical for my school and also for the entire Italy.

 


